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East Asian Society for
the Scientific Study of Religion (EASSSR)

« 201646 H - HE[FHEEERKEL (Kyung Hee University) : #Ji%
© 201747 H > BESTRE C BFE®R

e 2018FE7H3-5H » FEH KE | EASSSRE EFer
Inaugural Conference, July 3-5, 2018, Singapore

* Presidential Address Religion in the Global East: Challenges
and Opportunities for the Social Scientific Study of Religion

o L2 FS/T Religions £511] : Religiosity, Secularity and
Pluralism in the Global East
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https://www.mdpi.com/2077-1444/9/10/305
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/religions/special_issues/east

;‘“ Center on Religion and Chinese Society
Ty, PEITRZ At ST

IRIKR AT ER

« RERAREXLHEAEHME, SEREMAEMNERAL

HASHAE (R EREFAREXeEHK., RBHEE

mEfE. WHAREMZERPIMEEEZEABMAM L
8. AEFEARASEEESFHITE LR

 The Global East is a cultural and social concept that includes
East Asian societies and ethnic communities of East Asians
around the world that maintain East Asian cultural traditions,
are closely connected with East Asia, and play important roles
in East Asian developments. These societies, communities,
and individuals share distinct social and cultural
characteristics.
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East vs. West during the Cold War
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Geographic Groupings of the World
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“The North-Atlantic world has a combined population of about 1.1 billion,
whereas East and Southeast Asia have a combined population of 2.3 billion
people, or 30 percent of the world population.”
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Z{H Max Weber (1864-1920)
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EEB#HBMIBEE KT HEFEMThe Protestant Ethic (1905)
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o HEIRE FHELEZ The Religion of China: Confucianism and

Taoism (1915)

FEE SR ENE 203524 The Religion of India: Hinduism and
Buddhism (1915)
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The Spread Christianity in East Asia is Invisible
Seismic Shift in the Center of Christian Gravity
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Data from Werdd Chnslian Trends, WL 2001 - Map by Global Mapping Intamiational - vweaegmi.ang




Distribution of Christian Population by Region

Paw Research Center's Forum on Religion & Pubdic Life « Giobal Chrstiaaity, December 2011
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Christian Share of
South Korea's Population

Mo

P religious
affiliation

Includes Catholics, Protestants

and other Christians
g 29%

Fa Tl
£

71
Christians
Buddhists

| | | | | |

1900 '50 'T0 85 '95 '05 10 Other

Sources: Estimates for 1900, 1950 and 1970 are from the
World Religion Database. Estimates for 1985, 1995 and
2005 are from the South Korean Census. Estimate for 2010
i from the Pew Research Center's 2012 report "Global
Religious Landscape.”
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Religious Affiliation of Asian-American Subgroups

Jain
2%
Sikh
5%

Chinese Americans

Al
Chiristian
31%

Indian Americans

All
Christian
18%

Korean Americans

All
Christian

71%

Filipino Americans

Buddhist

All
1% Unaffil- Christian

89%

Viethamese Americans

All
Christian

36%

Unaffiliated

20%

Japanese Americans

All
Christian
38%

Unaffiliated

32%

Other

4%

The "all Christian" categary includes Protestants, Cathalics and ather Christians. Subgroups are listed in arder of the size of

the cauntry-of-ari
religion, Hindu an

g i

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

ngroupinthe total Asian-American population. Those whao did not give an answer are not shown, Other
Buddhist not shown for some subgroups. See topline in Appendix 4 for all responses.
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B #I Robert Bellah (1927-2013)
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I Sheilaism: individualized eclecticism

| ”‘ii ' Sheila: "I believe in God. I'm not a

 religious fanatic. | can't remember

H A B \ TSia the last time | went to church. My
of the faith has carried me a long way.

HEART[

It's Sheilaism. Just my own little
NS o i voice...It's just try to love yourself
UUHEN S gnd be gentle with yourself. You

l |
(L3 ] » i Y
Robert N. Bellah thde éWlhamMSll van

mec . know, | guess, take care of each
| other. | think He would want us to

1] 3 {ﬂ I | take care of each other."
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Finding Sheila in East Asia?
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EC The rise of Sheilaism

iC The rise of religious “nones”

'C The rise of New Age spiritualities
'€ The rise of “spiritual but

o FtHFREEEM Old traditions in the new world:
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How to measure religiosity of
adherents of

non-institutionalized religions?
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Secularization, or probably not, or ought to be?
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{B%& Peter Berger (1929-2017)
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Figure 1. Percentage of respondents with religious affiliation in
East Asian societies (World Values Surveys, weighted)
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Figure 2. SRENAUE E 14 Percentage of respondents
who say religion is important in East Asian societies
(World Values Surveys, weighted).
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FABEE]RE The key:
AN4a 8 = R A R FITREUE ? How to

Measure Religion and Religiosity in East Asia?

JEHEMh % Non-exclusive nature of religions in East Asia

“RE LIS F T The imported nature of the term
“religion” in modern East Asia

R EA AR5 A F The ambiguity of religiosity and
secularity in the modern and modernizing East Asia

TR/ REQEEET The lack of religious monopoly in East Asia
% JUEEMER . R4 % 7t E FReligious Oligopoly vs. Religious
Pluralism




Q Center on Religion and Chinese Society

T PEIRZ BT FRFT D
IREKE A LS The Concept of the Global East

« B AR ZEL = East Asian societies
o IRBkZ M AR A fL[E East Asian diasporic

communities around the globe

- B ERIFEFE Transnational
networks across societies and communities

- REKEIMAIFEEARRARAPHEE
# The Global East among Westerners in the
west or around the globe
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DAVID A. PALMER
& ELIJAH SIEGLER
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Global Daoism
and the Predicament
of Modern Spirituality
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SIkBRAEAR " BEAIE
The Global Re-Orient
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Religion and Religious Change
of the Global East
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B AR # 2 5X Many More Puzzles

s A EHAEHRIEMNEERESTEERERX ? Why does the
spread of Christianity varies dramatically in East Asia,
from 1% in Japan to 30% in South Korea, and other
societies in between? And, over 90% in the
Philippines?

« RBHEEAMHBEAREZEER AERE ? Why does the
atheist regime in East Asia preserve the body of the
founding leader of Communism? But not so in East
European countries under Communism?




RZEARLEE Further thoughts:

 The most secular society:

— France, assertive secularism

WHAT SCIENTISTS — China?
AROUND THE WORLD

REALLYTHIN ABOUT * “In many national contexts,

e scientists are significantly less
SEUULAR'” religiou§ than the.gen.eral
population. Yet scientists are not
AND SG'ENGE less religious than the general

Sl population in Turkey, Taiwan, or
Hong Kong, according to several
measures” (2019:23)




— Center on Religion and Chinese Society
A
A P[RR At AT

* “Perhaps most interestingly, our survey data suggest
that East— West is the main divide in how scientists
think about the relationship between science and
religion, with the conflict view slightly more
pronounced in Western countries and collaboration
perspective more popular in Eastern regions”
(Ecklund et al 2019:199)

e “Scientists who are atheist or agnostic, do not
identify with a religion, or do not identify as religious
or spiritual are located primarily in Western
countries: France, the United Kingdom, and the
United States” (ibid: 205)



