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o HRPESREBLLT A ZE Y —{E#2#%E : Religion in China: Survival and
Revival under Communist Rule (2012 Oxford University Press)
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Emplacement of Religion:

RBERGFTEE

Geographical Patterns of Religious Sites and
Changing Dynamics in 21-century China
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How to measure religion and religiosity?
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Z EN[A] The individualistic

approach has dominated the sociological study of
religion

— Surveys of individuals in a sample and 3B’s FH1
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— Theoretical constructs of secularization: the decline of
3B’s or the declining significance of 3B’s TH{&{L I
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The Social Significance of Space and Religious Place
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 Durkheim: Collective rituals expressing the beliefs of the sacred and
profane
* Mircea Eliade: The sacred and profane: The Nature of Religion (1957):

— Sacred space is a social and cultural construction through rituals, symbols,
and relationships.

* Henri Lefebvre: The Production of Space ([1974]1991):

— Space as a primary dimension of competition and conflict through
production, appropriation, and redefinition.

* Yi-Fu Tuan ERZ& % : Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience
(1977):

— Place: functional node in space
e Jonathan Z. Smith: To Take Place: Toward Theory in Ritual (1987)

— Sacred places often develop on social and geographic peripheries rather
than at symbolic centers.
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The Social Significance of Space and Religious Place

* Thomas Tweed: Crossing and Dwelling: A Theory of
Religion (2006):

— Religion is a complex, dynamic, and fundamentally locative
process “about finding a place and moving across space.”

* Roger Stump: The Geography of Religion: Faith, Place, and
Space (2008):

— The inherent spatiality and cultural contextuality of religious
systems.

e Grace Davie: the vicarious religion in Europe
— Religion as a public utility
— The church as the landmark for orientation
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Religious Place and Space in Contemporary China

* Early modern mentality of disenchantment

— Hu Shi : the Chinese have never been religious

* C.K.Yang: Religion in Chinese Society (1961):

— Myriad temples with gods of different social functions

* The Communist suppression of religion
— Disenchantment of the space
— Displacement of religions (freedom of religious beliefs)

e Survival and revival of religion
— Tenacious Beliefs seeking embodiment and emplacement

— To take place in any space: homes, offices, parks
— To putin place: restoring and building new religious sites
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Emplacement of Buddhism: From the atheist ideology to
nationalist appropriation of Buddhism for political stability

e 1950s: disenchantment and Nationalization of

temples
e 1960s: eradication of sites, beliefs and practices

¢ 1970s-1980s: restoration of temples &
: construction of outdoor Buddha statues

— Contentions for historical sites: Kaifeng Daxiangguosi

e 1990s: Accommodation: atheistic
Commodification

e 2000s: politicization, a Chinese religion?
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The emplacement of Protestantism

1950s:

— Anti-imperialist influences

— Collectivization of churches under the Three-Self
Patriotic Association

1960s: eradication of churches and beliefs
1970s-1980s: contention
1990s: accommodation
— Theological reconstruction
— Charities and civic engagement
2000s: new contentions

— Rapid rise of TSPM churches and house churches
— “house churches” going public
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Christian Churches Concentrate
in Eastern China
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FIGURE 1  The number of churches in Zhejiang Province affected by the campaign to demolish
church crosses (February 2014—April 2016), by month.
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The Development of Christian Churches in Zhejiang Over the Past Century

Before 1949 Between 1949 and 1978 Between 1979 and 2004

Numbers of Churches
Data Source: China Economic Census (2004)

¢ 3 - 2<d - a6 - SR © CRCS at Purdue University. www.purdue.edu/crcs.




MAP 2

Churches in Zhejiang Province affected by the campaign to demolish church crosses
in 2014—2016, and the number of churches in 2004.

DATA SOURCE: REVEREND ZHENG LEGUO AND CHINESE ECONOMIC CENSUS
2004 © CRCS.
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Two Kinds of Religious Competitions
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Al

e Communist atheism vs. all religions M iHEAFT A 5
R F
— Emplacement of five religions and folk religion

— Re-enchantment of the land and corrupt officials

33T S

« Competitions among religions & B R Z Bl 7R 5

— Does it work to use certain “native” religions against other
“foreign” religions?

— Does it work to keep out other religious in certain religious

territories?



Zhejiang: The Dominant Religion of Each County
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Religious Diversity Index at Town Level

O

in Zhejiang Province
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