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Measurement studies
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religiously diverse society: The China case”, Social Science Research 2018.
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* *Tong, Yunping and Fenggang Yang. 2018. “Internal Diversity Among
‘Spiritual But Not Religious’ Adolescents in the United States: A Person-
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Measuring religiosity in surveys
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Data and method E1EE 5%

» Chinese Spiritual Life Survey 2007 243 &E
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Table 1
Summary of belief items (N = 7021).
Source: Chinese Spiritual Life Survey (CSLS) 2007

Buddhism Category Percent
bl: Do you believe in the existence of Buddha/Bodhisattva? {RAH{S #E,/ EFHFEL? No 75.84
Hard to say 7.95
Yes 16.21
b2: Do you believe in the existence of Karma? {RIEERIRMMNEFEL? No 69.56
Hard to say 9.26
Yes 21.18
b3: Do you believe in the existence of Afterlife? ¥RIB{ERILMFEAL? No 84.95
Hard to say 9.00
Yes 6.05
b4: Do you believe in the existence of Reincarnation? {RHEHXENFIEAL? No 85.94
Hard to say 9.14
Yes 4.91
Christianity
cl: Do you believe in the existence of Jesus Christ? fRIEHHEBNFEL? No 86.13
Hard to say 9.03
Yes 4.84
Folk religion
f1: Do you believe in the existence of god of heaven? fRIEEXR/EXRF/ REFNWELEA? No 82.10
Hard to say 8.15
Yes 9.76
£2: Do you believe in the existence of Ghosts? #RiE{E RN ELE XL? No 87.12
Hard to say 7.49
Yes 5.38
f3: Do you believe in the existence of god of wealth? {fRIBEM MM FEAL? No 79.53
Hard to say 8.13
Yes 12.33
f4: Do you believe in the existence of ancestral spirits? {RAEEHRERNEFEEL? No 75.63
Hard to say 8.35

Yes 16.02
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Table 2
Summary of practice items (N = 7021).
Source: Chinese Spiritual Life Survey (CSLS) 2007

Buddhism Percent
b5: Organizational practices (attend formal services, pray, worship, and/or burn incense in Buddhist temples E#FE#ES, 1K, FH, KEF) 11.67
b6: Individual practices (recite Buddhist prayers:Zf#, worship the Buddha #F# /4L, and/or read Buddhist texts = £) 6.42
b7: Have Buddhist objects at home FER PR & #H W & 10.34
b8: Have Buddhist objects in workplace 1£ TEi7 Fiiff & #50¥) m 1.47
b9: Wear Buddhist objects B8 & il & 54 & 6.91
b10: Pray to Buddha(s) B8/ EiF4Es 6.99
Christianity

c2: Organizational practice (attend church services E# % #4L#) 1.97
¢3: Individual practice (read the Bible #&E£) 1.37
c4: Have Christian objects at homeTE KPR EZEBHY & 2.05
¢5: Have Christian object in workplaceE T TR B EEH Y & 0.63
c6: Wear Christian objectsbE & A& E Y M@ 1.32
c7: Pray to God/Jesus Christ [6) L7/ Bk EBi5& 2.39
Folk religion

f5: Pray, worship and/or burn incense in ancestral or other temples AR ERE M (EbinsxAE, Lits, IBEES, TR, BY, &F 4.44
f6: Venerate ancestors or recall the soul BFEFH L/ AR/ EHHFEARKIR, R, WL 29.01
f7: Practice other folk religious activities (see note 1 for detailed description) 29.70
f8: Have ancestral tablets or the statue or portrait of local deity at home ERFHFBHETREMURERF (LHFE, LB, X2F RENHH) F 11.94
f9: Pray to local deity or ancestral spirits [, TH#b3F, tt18, HERBRES 3.85

€99
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Table 3
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Measurement model (N = 7021).

Source: Chinese Spiritual Life Survey (CSLS) 2007.

A=y
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Buddhist belief

Buddhist practice

Christian practice

Folk religious belief

Folk religious practice

Standard Factor Loadings bl 0.77 b5 0.85 c2 0.96 f1 0.76 5 0.47
b2 0.73 b6 0.86 c3 0.87 f2 0.81 f6 0.64
b3 0.96 b7 0.76 c4 0.96 £3 0.93 t7 0.49
b4 0.96 b8 0.63 c5 0.90 f4 0.89 f8 0.59
b9 0.67 c6 0.83 o 0.62
b10 0.80 c7 0.90
Model fit
%2 19.83 (df = 2,P = .00) 56.38 20.08 50.37 (df = 2,p = .00) 23.79 (df = 5,p = .00)
(df =9, P =.00) (df =9, p=.02)
RMSEA 0.04; [0.02,0.05] 0.03; [0.02,0.03] 0.01; [0.01,0.02] 0.06; [0.05,0.07] 0.02; [0.01,0.03]
CFI 1 0.99 1.00 1.00 0.99
TLI 1 0.99 1.00 0.99 0.97




Fig. 1. Structural equation model for correlations
among Buddhism, Christianity, and folk religion
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Purdue Survey of Chinese
Students in the United States

tEFEEBZEMBERE

A Big Ten University,
Spring semester 2016, 2018
after Spring Break
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Sample and Population

In the sample (%)

Undergraduate Graduate Total

In the population (%)

Undergraduate Graduate Total
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Agriculture 2.7
Education v
Engineering 18.4
Human & 3.8
Health Science

Liberal Arts 6.3
Pharmacy 4
Science 8.7
Polytech 3.8
Veterinary 0
Business 9.5

Total 54

3.5 6 2.9 2.2 5
1.6 2 3 v 1
21.5 40 19.2 14.0 35
1.8 6 5.1 1.2 7
3.5 10 7.3 1.4 9
D 1 2 3 1
7.7 16 12.4 6.2 19
2.6 6 3.6 1.6 5
3 3 0 .01 2
2.7 12 14.5 2.5 18
46 100 58 42 100

Total sample size: 960, which is 23.3% of the total population: 4,117.
The average length of staying in the U.S. is 3.8 years; female respondents 44%.
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Province of Origin of the Chinese Students in the Survey

Legend
Total Number of Studgn
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E== No data Available
'

B sic city

I Vid-sized City

- Small Town

Rural Area © Center on Religion and Chinese Society, Purdue University

*Note: The pie charts depict the percentage of the type of area the respondents are from. The numbers in the pie charts are the total number of cases.
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Table 5.1: Belief in religions before and after coming to the U.S. (%)

Do not Somewhatdo Somewhat Completely

believe not believe believe Believe Total N

Belief in Buddhism

Before coming to the U.S. 54.2 23.0 21.3 1.5 100 736

After coming to the U.S. 57.2 22.2 19.1 1.5 100 729
Belief in Daoism

Before coming to the U.S. 62.1 24.3 13.2 0.4 100 729

After coming to the U.S. 65.2 21.3 12.2 0.8 100 727
Belief in Protestantism

Before coming to the U.S. 68.4 23.0 7.4 1.2 100 730

After coming to the U.S. 64.7 21.2 9.9 4.3 100 727
Belief in Catholicism

Before coming to the U.S. 74.1 22.2 3.3 0.4 100 726

After coming to the U.S. 75.7 19.4 4.0 0.8 100 721
Belief in Islam

Before coming to the U.S. 80.5 17.4 1.8 0.3 100 724

After coming to the U.S. 81.7 16.2 1.9 0.1 100 722
Belief in Folk religion

Before coming to the U.S. 79.1 18.4 2.2 0.3 100 722

After coming to the U.S. 80.9 16.9 2.2 0.0 100 718




Figure 5.2: “Completely believing” in religions before and

after coming to the U.S.
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Figure 5.4: Do you wear or keep any of the following items? (%)
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Figure 5.6: Belief in supernatural power/being (%)
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o RVBIBIBTHRET B FRIRRE
o AN[EHEHE HEE ;X network scale-up method : the priority is given to the

guestion how are religious believers perceived by their network alters,
rather than how do religious believers define themselves.

« BEM={ERIRE MR KXIBEIAF the number of Chinese people you
“have talked to face-to-face in the past 2—3 months at this University” —

the criteria to define acquaintance—from the following categories: H %
CABEEMER, BB, k. FEFRN. BEMKERREK
?'F':??E’L £ ZE /Y people with surnames as Zhu, Wu, Liu, Sun, Yang,
Zhou, Zheng; Chinese who are Christians; Chinese who are Buddhists;
Chinese who cheated in an exam; Chinese who have dated or married to a
non-Chinese; Chinese who own a luxury car.




Q Center on Religion and Chinese Society
Ty, PEIRZ BT FRRST P

Table 3: Classic and generalized network sclale-up estimates of Buddhist and Christian Chinese
in the target population, mean and standard deviation estimated with 300 bootstrap resampling

i

Buddhists (Percentage of  Christians (Percentage of

Population) Population)
Mean SD Mean SD
Classic estimate 71 (1.7%) 6.6 (.2%) 219 (5.3%) 17 (.4%)
Estimate with sampling weights 70 (1.7%) 7.5 (.2%) 194 (4.7%) 16 (.4%)

Estimate with sampling weights and 63.9 (1.6%) 7.0 (.2%) 183 (4.4%) 15 (.4%)
adjustment for J5

Estimate with sampling weights and ~ 195.5 (4.7%) 20.6 (.5%) 372.8 (9.1%) 31.09 (.8%)
adjustment for 7

Estimate with sampling weights and @6.1 (4.3%) ) 18 (.4%) @3.8 (8.6%)) 27.9 (.7%)
adjustment for o7, 7

Self-reported from the sample (more  .094 (9.4%) .011 (1.1%) .092 (9.2%) .011(1.1%)
believing)

Self-reported from the sample (totally @2 (1.2%) ) .004 (.4%) @7 (4.7%) ) .008(.8%)
believing)
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Internal Diversity Among “Spiritual But Not Religious”
Adolescents in the United States: A Person-Centered
Examination Using Latent Class Analysis

* Americans who self-identify as spiritual but not religious (SBNR) have
increased in recent years. Existing studies of American religion often
assume the SBNR as a homogeneous group. Recently some scholars
suggest they are not all the same. Instead, SBNR people may differ in the
pattern of religious practice, attitude, and affection. This study examines
the heterogeneity of the SBNR using a person-centered approach of latent
class analysis. We first identified four distinct types of SBNR adolescents in
the Wave 2 data of the National Survey of Youth and Religion. Then, we
explored how subgroups changed their religious identity over time by
tracking them in Wave 3 data.



Table 3 Proportions and conditional probabilities of responses for four latent classes

Conventionally Moderately Spiritual Religiously
religious religious seekers indifferent
Proportion of sample in class 0.26 041 0.08 0.25
Average probabilities for being in  0.92 0.88 0.84 0.90
this class
Attending religious services
Never/a few times a year 0.20 051 0.70 0.89
Many times a year/fonce a month  0.09 0.21 0.13 0.07
2-3 times a month/once a week 0.48 0.25 0.17 0.03
More than once a week 0.23 0.03 0.00 0.00
Pray
Never/less than once a month 0.02 0.18 0.37 0.74
One to two times a month/about  0.15 0.50 0.37 0.23
once a week
A few times a week/about once 0.57 0.30 0.23 0.03
a day
Many times a day 0.26 0.02 0.03 0.00
Meditate
No 0.86 0.93 0.07 0.92
Yes 0.14 0.07 0.93 0.08
Practice more than one religion
No 0.84 0.83 0.09 0.71
Yes 0.16 0.17 0.91 0.29
Okay to pick and choose
No 0.63 046 0.14 0.30
Yes 0.37 054 0.86 0.70
Importance of faith
Not important at all/not very 0.00 0.08 0.49 0.84
important
Somewhat important 0.07 0.66 0.39 0.16
Very important/extremely 0.93 0.27 0.12 0.00
important
Interest in learning religion
Not at all interested 0.00 0.02 0.04 0.23
Not very interested 0.01 0.21 0.18 0.48
Somewhat interested 0.34 0.71 0.44 0.26
Very interested 0.65 0.06 0.34 0.03
Closeness to God
Extremely distant/very distant 0.02 0.05 0.31 0.46
Somewhat distant 0.06 032 0.28 0.39
Somewhat close 0.31 0.53 0.34 0.14
Very closefextremely close 0.61 0.10 0.07 0.01
Meaning of life
Rarely/never 0.13 0.23 0.17 048
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Table 4 Change of religious
identity from Wave-2 to Wave-
3, by class membership. Source: No Yes Total
Wave-2 data from the National
Survey of Youth and Religion

Class membership Religious affiliation

Conventionally religious 7 373 380
(1.84) (98.16) 100
Moderately religious 68 565 633
(10.74) (89.26) 100
Spiritual seekers 37 80 117
(31.62) (68.38) 100
Religiously indifferent 163 211 374
(43.58) (56.42) 100
Total 275 1229 1504

(18.28) (81.72) 100
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Table 5 Change of religious identity from Wave-2 to Wave-3, by class membership. Source: Wave-2 and
Wave-3 data from the National Survey of Youth and Religion

Class membership

Change of religious identity

Maintain SBNR To R&S To neither Total
Conventionally religious 229 99 2 330
(69.39) (30) (0.61) (100.00)
Moderately religious 396 117 25 538
(73.61) (21.75) (4.65) (100.00)
Spiritual seekers 87 5 9 101
(86.14) (4.95) (8.91) (100.00)
Religiously indifferent 235 37 55 327
(71.87) (I1.31) (16.82) (100.00)
Total 947 258 91 1296




