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Development and Application of a Chinese Culture Digital

Humanities Research Platform
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Abstract

With the rapid development of digital humanities, some digital humanities
platforms have been successfully developed to support digital humanities research for
humanists. However, most of them have still not provided a friendly digital reading
environment and practicable social network analysis tool to support humanists on
interpreting texts and exploring characters’ social network relationship. Moreover, the
advancement of digitization technologies for the retrieval and use of Chinese ancient
books is arising an unprecedented challenge and opportunity. For these reasons, this
paper presents a Chinese culture digital humanities research platform (CCDHRP) which
was developed by National Chengchi University of Taiwan to support historical China
studies. In addition to providing digital archives, digital reading, basic search, and
advanced search functions for Chinese ancient books, this platform still provides two
novel functions that can more effectively support digital humanities research including
an automatic text annotation system for interpreting texts and a social network analysis
tool for exploring characters’ social network relationships. An automatic text annotation
system (ATAS) embedded in the reading interface of universal type digital humanities
research platform can collect resources from different databases through Linked Data
(LD) for automatically annotating ancient texts to support digital humanities research. It

allows the humanists referring to resources from diverse databases when interpreting
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ancient texts as well as provides a friendly text annotation reader for humanists
interpreting ancient text through reading. Additionally, a social network analysis tool
provided by the CCDHRP can automatically identify characters’ names based on
Chinese word segmentation technology and semi-automatically support humanists to
confirm and analyze characters’ social network relationships from Chinese ancient books
based on the social network measures. The CCDHRP not only can stimulate the
humanist to explore new viewpoints in the humanistic research, but also can promote

the public to emerge the learning interest and awareness of Chinese culture.

Keywords: Digital Archives, Digital humanities, Chinese culture, Automatic text

annotation, Character social networks analysis

1. Introduction

Digital humanities (DH) is work at the intersection of digital technology and
humanities disciplines (Drucker, 2013). It includes the systematic use of digital contents
and tools in the humanities disciplines and makes possible new kinds of teaching and
research. In recent years, DH have received a particular attention in both the humanities
and computer science fields. Particularly, academic libraries, such as Research Libraries
UK and National Central Library of Taiwan, also got started to offer spaces and
infrastructure to support DH research as well as the close collaboration between
librarians and researchers is disclosing new opportunities for librarians to actively
collaborate in DH research (Cassella, 2017; Kamposiori, 2017). DH is an
interdisciplinary field and is concerned with the intersection of computer science,
knowledge management, and a wide range of humanities disciplines (Steiner et al., 2014).
Humanities research involves the analysis, comprehension, production, and sharing of a
huge amount of digital sources. Moreover, humanists in DH field heavily relied on using

digital tools, such as text mining (Widlocher et al., 2015), annotation (Chen & Tsay,
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2017; Sato, Goto, Kimura, & Maeda, 2016), social networks analysis (Uboldi et al.,
2013), Geographic Information System (GIS) (Kallaher & Gamble, 2017), and natural
language processing (Brooke, Hammond, & Hirst, 2015) to analyze data from digital
sources in order to extract useful information and generate new knowledge. However,
although a lot of digital tools have already been developed for supporting digital
humanities research, many of these tools do not properly fit the needs of the humanities
community due to technical difficulties or scientific objectives (Picca & Egloff, 2017).
Furthermore, different types of humanists have considerable differences in their
knowledge of the collections, requiring varying levels of support, and every individual
humanist has their own particular interests and priorities.

In recent years, increasing effort has been made not only to make digital contents
and tools available, but also to create a complete virtual research environments (VRES)
that provide interpretative frameworks for making sense of cultural artefacts (Steiner et
al., 2014). Such VREs support conceptualizing, visualizing and analyzing information,
as well as humanists can collaboratively work on it. VRESs usually do not consist of one
monolithic technology, but cover a collection of tools assembled in one place to assist
research tasks and processes (Steiner et al., 2014). This study surveyed several current
digital humanities platforms in Taiwan and around the world, including CULTURA
system (Steiner et al., 2014), TextGrid (Neuroth, Lohmeier, & Smith, 2011), Taiwan
History Digital Library (THDL) (http://thdl.ntu.edu.tw/index.html), CBETA Research
Platform (CBETA-RP) (http://cbeta-rp.dila.edu.tw/), and MARKUS semi-automatic text
annotation system (http://dh.chinese-empires.eu/markus/beta/) and tried to compare
their features in order to develop a more practicable digital humanities research platform
to support digital humanities research. Among the developed digital humanities
platforms, Steiner et al. (2014) presented the CULTURA system and services and the
two collections that have been used for testing and deploying the digital humanities

research environment. The services of the CULTURA system include personalized
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search tools, faceted search tools, annotators, social network visualization tools, and
recommenders. Additionally, the TextGrid is a virtual research environment that
provides services for supporting researchers in the arts and humanities and tools for the
analysis of text data and supports the curation of research data by means of grid
technology (Neuroth, Lohmeier, & Smith, 2011). The THDL covers about 80% of all
primary Chinese historical materials about Taiwan before 1895. The primary functions
of THDL for supporting digital humanities research include full-text search, techniques
and interfaces for classifying and exploring a query result as a sub-collection, term
frequency analysis, and referential tools (Chen, Hsiang, Tu, & Wu, 2007). CBETA-RP
provides a friendly online reading interface with complete content and handy digital
tools. Besides, full text search, dictionaries look up, person and place references, even
the statistic of term, and relevant bibliography are also provided in the CBETA-RP,
whereas MARKUS is a famous semi-automatic text annotation system and supports
online text reading. However, most of digital humanities platforms currently developed
have still not archived different digital collections on the same platform and provided
complete data analysis functions to support digital humanities research. This study thus
presents a CCDHRP which can simultaneously archive different digital collections of
Chinese culture on the same platform and provides basic data analysis functions, such
as full-text search with a single word or double words, term frequency analysis and post-
query classification, as well as advanced data analysis functions, such as automatic text
annotation, textual analysis, social network analysis, and user behavior analysis, to
support digital humanities research.

Table 1 shows the function comparison of the proposed CCDHRP with five digital
humanities platforms. It was discovered that Scripta Sinica Database presents the richest
full-text data collection, CBETA Research Platform merely includes Buddhist texts, and
MARKUS semi-automatic text annotation system does not show the full-text data

collection function. The CULTURA system consists of multiple distinct services
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including personalized search tools, faceted search tools, annotators, social network
visualization tools, and recommenders (Steiner, Agosti, Sweetnam et al., 2014). Besides,
all platforms are lack of automatic segmentation of Chinese word; the automatic
annotation function exists in the CULTURA, Taiwan History Digital Library and
MARKUS semi-automatic text annotation system; and, each system presents the search
function. In terms of external reference, Scripta Sinica Database could connect to Qing
Officials Query System, Taiwan History Digital Library presents variant databases,
CBETA Research Platform merely includes Buddhist text databases, and MARKUS
semi-automatic text annotation system shows the most external reference resources,
containing Wikipedia, CBDB, TGAZ, and ZDict. Merely Taiwan History Digital Library
and CBETA Research Platform show the function of word frequency statistics; merely
Taiwan History digital Library presents the function of bookmark notes; and, MARKUS
semi-automatic text annotation system has the function to add annotations. The advanced
features of the proposed CCDHRP that are different from other digital humanities
platforms contain the automatic word segmentation of Chinese text, automatic Chinese
text annotation, semi-automatic social network analysis, and user behavior analysis
based on recoding use process. These advanced features in the proposed CCDHRP will

be detailed in later section.

Table 1. Function comparison of digital humanities platforms

MARKUS
Function
Taiwan semi-
comparison of Scripta ' CBETA .
. o History automatic
digital CCDHRP  CULTURA Sinica o Research
- Digital text
humanities Database Platform
Library annotation
platforms
system
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Full-text data

Merely data

. o o o o of Buddhist X
collection
texts
Automatic
segmentation
. o X X X X X
of Chinese
word
Automatic
o o X o X o
annotation
Term search o o o o o o
Qing
‘ _ Database of
External Officials Variants ‘ CBDB and
o o Buddhist _
reference Query Database . Zdict
Tripitaka
System
Word o
frequency o X o o X
statistics
Bookmark X Adding
X X o X .
notes annotations
Social network
visualization 4 o X X X X
tools
Recommender o X X X X
Recording use
o X X X X X

process

“O” means that a feature is available; “X” means that a feature is not available

2. The Developed CCDHRP

2.1 System architecture

Widlécher et al. (2015) claimed that developing an integrated environment to support

DH research is needed. Their study emphasized that reading interface, information

retrieval and data mining should not be regarded as totally separate tasks when
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developing an integrated environment to support DH research. Based on the perspective,
this study developed a CCDHRP that includes three main parts including the digital
reading interface module, basic information retrieval and analysis function module, and
advanced text and social network mining module to support DH research. This study
adopted DSpace (Chen, Chen, Hong, Liao, & Huan, 2012), an open-source institutional
repository system, to implement the CCDHRP embedded with emerging digital tools for
supporting DH research. Although DSpace has sufficient functionalities for archiving,
searching, and managing digital content, the predefined metadata schema needs to be
revised to archive digital targets, such as Chinese ancient books. Additionally, the user
interface in DSpace for reading digital content is very primitive and clearly cannot
satisfy humanities scholars’ needs. Therefore, the developed CCDHRP based on DSpace
implemented a friendly reader that can simultaneously display the scanned image of
Chinese ancient text and the corresponding full-text and integrate many useful reading
functions, such as automation word segmentation, automatic text annotation, and social
network analysis, on the reader. These functions are detailed in the later section. Figure
1 shows the system architecture of the proposed CCDHRP in this study. The components

of the system are explained in details as follows.

(1) Digital reading interface module

The digital reading interface simultaneously contains an automatic annotation tool
and a manual annotation tool. An automatic annotation tool that can collect resources
from different databases through Linked Data (LD) for automatically annotating Chinese
ancient texts was developed in this study to support digital humanities research. It allows
the humanists referring to resources from diverse databases when interpreting Chinese
ancient texts as well as provides a friendly text annotation reader for humanists
interpreting ancient text through reading. Moreover, this study adopted Asynchronous

JavaScript (Ajax) and Model-View-Controller (MVC) framework to implement a
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manual text annotation tool with four types of multimedia annotations including text
annotation, picture annotation, voice annotation, and video annotation for knowledge
creating, archiving, and sharing services to support digital humanities. The manual text
annotation tool has been successfully applied in digital curation, crowdsourcing and
digital humanities because of existing strong relations among them (Chen & Tsay, 2017).
Specially, this tool offers photo annotation functions allowing presenting the quantity
and distribution of various types of annotations on the annotation map and viewing the

discussion hot spots on the article content by the number of annotations.

(2) Basic information retrieval and analysis function module

The basic function module contains the term frequency analysis tool, geographic
information analysis tool, intelligent search tool, and user behavior recording tool. For
textual corpus studied in DH, a search tool is an obvious necessity. The term frequency
analysis tool can help humanist to observe the term distribution state of a term searched
by humanist in a collection. Moreover, spatial analysis has become one of the primary
focus areas for many different types of humanities scholars. The geographic information
analysis tool aims to interpret data through spatial relationships. This study has gotten
started to apply TGAZ API, which is a read-only interface designed to search the
contents of the China Historical GIS placename database, to implement the geographic
information analysis tool for supporting the spatial analysis of Chinese ancient texts. The
intelligent search tool contains full-text search and metadata search with post-query
classification of the humanist’s search query. Full-text search aims to help humanist find
documents by specifying terms occurred in desirable documents, whereas metadata
search aims to help humanist find documents with specific metadata attributes. Also,
since a huge amount of humanists’ behaviors of operating the CCDHRP are worthily
collected, this study thus developed the user behavior recording tool based on

Experience-API (xAPI) which is a new generation learning process record standard
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developed by Advanced Distributed Learning (ADL) (Tin Can API, 2015). “Actor,”
“verb” and “object” are the record formats generated by the learning process recorded
through xAPI. The actor is the executor of behaviors, and could be an individual or a
group, for example, a learner. The verb is the type of motion performed by the actor, for
example, answered or logged in. The object interacts with the actor, with activity as the
unit, and could be a combination of instruction, experience, or performance with
descriptive meanings and figures or tangible objects, for example, course. XAPI provides
the flexible design architecture to allow us to self-define the verb names for the recorded

learning process.

(3) Advanced text and social network mining module

The advanced text and social network mining module contains the user behavior
analysis tool, social network analysis tool, and textual mining tool. The user behavior
analysis tool aims at purposively, accurately, and authentically recording humanist’s
behaviors while operating the CCDHRP for digital humanities research by using the
xAPI technology. Such records can include details like log-in learning time, system’s
operating behavior, text viewing time, and interactions with other humanists. The social
network analysis tool aims to help humanists examine the relationships between the
characters extracted from the collections of Chinese ancient texts via visualizing social
networks. The textual mining tool aims to help humanists explore implicit information
or knowledge from the Chinese ancient texts based on data mining technologies

including classification, clustering, association rule, and prediction.

24



v

- 43

Digital reading interface module

Digitalized
Automatic
L{é} annotation tool

procedures

&

fanual annotation
tool

Text selection

#

h

A\

y

v

functio

Basic informationretrie\'al and analysis
n

Scanned image

Temm frequency
analvsis tool

Geograph.lc

information tool
User behavior

|§ O ; recordmg tool I

Typing full-text

4

h

X\

y

v

Proofreading

 S—

D’ Digital humanities platform
.

metadata

h 4

Digitalized mmage
and full-text

)

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
v ' -
I @} Intelligent search
tool
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Full-text
database

behavior
database

-
)

| Advanced text and social
| network mining
I

module

User behavior
analysis tool

ﬁ

Social network
analysis tool

Textual mining
| tool

Figure 1. The system architecture of the developed CCDHRP

2.2 System’s main functions

This section mainly focuses on introducing the main functions of the developed

CCDHRP. Figure 2 shows the homepage of the CCDHRP on Ming Dynasty Chinese

ancient texts. The CCDHRP not only can aid the humanist to explore new facets in the

humanistic research, but also can promote the public to emerge the learning interest and

awareness of ancient texts. Figure 3 shows the full-text search and post-query

classification results of the humanist’s search query. Undoubtedly, a full text search is

the easiest way to help humanists find particular items in a large dataset, either in

isolation or together with other browsing options, such as faceted search. The post-query

classification aims to classify the documents of the resulting set of a query according to

several predefined dimensions including year and author in the CCDHRP. Figures 4 and
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5 show the comparison charts of term frequency distribution of two terms simultaneously
searched by humanist on year and collection, respectively. This function can help
humanist observe the variation of two terms’ frequency distribution with year or

collection.
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Figure 2. The homepage of the CCDHRP on Chinese ancient books
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When a humanist enters the reading interface of the CCDHRP for text reading, the
system would segment the entire text into more than two terms based on a lexicon-based
Chinese word segmentation system and display these segmented terms with blue
highlight. When the humanist moves the mouse cursor to the term with automatic
annotation, the system would change the term with red highlight to remind the humanist
of available annotation information for the term (Fig. 6). The system would present the
annotation content after the humanist clicks on the term with automatic annotation. On
top of the annotation, the annotations of five default databases, including Wikipedia,
CBDB, TGAZ, Moedict, and EC dictionary, could be mutually referred. It would not be
displayed when there is no LD in the database. When a humanist clicks to view the
automatic annotation content, the annotations from different LD resources are displayed
with default order in the system. The user could rate whether such annotation is

helpfulness or not based on self-judging. The humanist would enhance the annotation
28



score if he rated the annotation as a useful database; on the other hand, the helpless one
would be reduced the annotation score. The system would calculate the annotation scores
of different LD resources. When the humanist re-clicks the annotation, the annotations
from different LD resources would be ordered according to the annotation scores; ones

with higher annotation scores are displayed in priority (Fig. 6).
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Figure 6. The user interface of reading Chinese ancient text on CCDHRP

Automatic annotation would be affected by the correctness of word segmentation
that some terms might not show automatic annotations. In this case, the humanist could
select a term without annotations in the system. When there are annotations for the
reference, the humanist could consider adding the term as a new term. After clicking the
“Add new term button”, the system would pop out a window for confirmation, and then
the term is added to the parser lexicon of the Chinese word segmentation system Jieba.
The system would precede correct word segmentation and automatic annotation of the

terms in the next loading to the reader (Fig. 7).
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Figure 7. The user interface of adding a new term into the lexicon for enhancing Chinese

word segmentation performance on CCDHRP

Applying social network analysis for DH research aims to examine relationships
between individuals, organizations and other groups that interact with each other. These
networks are often visualized to help humanist understand how they tie together and
assist in drawing conclusions and raising further questions. Thus, the CCDHRP also
develops a character social network relationship map tool (CSNRMT) to semi-
automatically assist humanists through human-computer interaction in more efficiently
and accurately exploring the character social network relationships from texts for useful
research findings. The CSNRMT developed on the CCDHRP provides a friendly user
interface and functions, allowing humanists interpreting character social network
relationship with the support of character social network relationship map, reading
interface, text and external search, and notebook provided by the system, in the text
interpretation process. The overall system interface of the CSNRMT is shown in Fig. 8

and the functions are explained as below.
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Figure 8. The overall system interface of the CSNRMT

1. The user interface of the character social network relationship map

Users could view the character social network relationship in texts by using the user
interface of the character social network relationship map shown as Fig. 9. The orange
and blue nodes in the figure are all characters in the text judged by the system. Orange
character nodes are characters appearing in the text of current reading text paragraph,
and purple character nodes are characters appearing on other text paragraphs. One of
character nodes in the character social network relationship map is shown as Fig. 10 and
each character node will display two character names and the relationship attribute
between the two character names. The system would pre-judge the character’s
relationship being unknown based on the character relationship analyzer. The edition
interface of character social network relationship is shown in Fig. 11. By clicking on the
character relationship line in the character social network relationship map, the character
social network relationship matrix compiler is started for editing character social
network relationship. The edited relationship would be immediately updated on the

character social network relationship map.
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Figure 10. The social network relationship between two characters
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2. Reading interface of text
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The reading interface of text, as shown in Fig. 12, is integrated with the character
social network relationship map and external search function. The character social
network relationship map would correspond to the changes according to the text
paragraphs in the reading interface. When users click on character nodes appearing on
the paragraph in the character social network relationship map, the location of the
character in the text is highlighted on the reading interface for users analyzing character
social network relationship. Marking the searched word or paragraph with a mouse could
link with the external search function for inquiry. Detailed operation mechanisms are

explained in the text search and external search.
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Figure 12. The reading interface of text

3. The user interface of text search and external search
The text search allows users searching for characters or vocabulary in texts and
highlighting on the text paragraph. The external search allows users searching required

information through external databases for interpreting character social network
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relationship in texts. It provides various external linkages of character database, online
encyclopedia, search engine, and dictionary, such as CBDB, Moedict, Wikipedia, Baidu
Baike, Google, Zdic, dictionary of Chinese Character Variants, and Kangxi Dictionary
as shown in Fig. 13. A user simply marks the paragraph word in the text, and the word

is automatically filled in the external search box for searching.
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Figure 13. The user interface of external search

4. The user interface of notebook

The user interface of notebook shown as Fig. 14 allows users recording found
information during the interpretation of text, expecting that users could reduce the time
for switching between windows to complete the interpretation of character social

network relationship under a single interface.
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Figure 14. The user interface of notebook

3. Conclusions and Future Works

In recent years, the advancement of digitization technologies for the retrieval and use
of Chinese culture archives is arising an unprecedented challenge and opportunity. The
National Chengchi University has successfully developed a CCDHRP, which can
archive any subject’s Chinese culture digital collections and provide several emerging
digital tools, to support DH research. The CCDHRP not only provides innovative and
forward-looking applications in DH field, but also promotes the public to emerge the
learning interest and awareness of Chinese culture in the future. More importantly, this
study tried to develop a systematic and standardized digital humanities research platform
with practicable digital tools on virtual environment for different humanities disciplines
with similar but heterogeneous datasets.

Additional studies are warranted. First, text segmentation that divides written text
into meaningful sentences is regarded more important than text segmentation that
divides written text into meaningful words when reading Chinese ancient text without
punctuations. Therefore, the future work of enhancing the CCDHRP to support DH
research more effectively should focus on developing an automatic text segmentation
algorithm to add appropriate punctuations into Chinese ancient texts for promoting
reading comprehension performance of humanists. In this work, the deep learning

derived from neural networks, such as the bidirectional LSTM (long short-term memory),
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has a very high potential to be applied to solve this problem (Wang, Wang, & Zhang,
2017). Second, compared to the automatic text annotation system developed in the
CCDHRP, manually collaborative annotations of digital texts can get more correct
annotated contents from humanists and allow humanists to share their knowledge with
each other. Annotations typically facilitate text review. Most importantly, annotated
content can help readers obtain a deeper and broader understanding compared to digital
content without annotations. Thus, the future work of this study will develop a
collaborative reading annotation system with a reading annotation and interactive
discussion scaffold for improving reading performance in collaborative digital reading
environments (Chen & Chen, 2014). Third, opinion leaders in two-step flow of
communication model were the brokers between mass media and the public as well as
were the key person in information transfer (Li, Ma, Zhang, Huang, Kinshuk, 2013). The
future work of this study should develop an opinion leader identification algorithm for
characters’ social networks based on centrality, structure hole, or PageRank. Finally,
developing a dashboard system for real-time analysis of humanists’ behavior processes
on the CCDHRP should be considered in the future. If the behavior process records of
humanists interpreting text by using the CCDHRP can be real-time analysis, then the
CCDHRP can give real-time feedback to provide humanists with more effective

information for the text interpretation.
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WMSHLE : YU "L EcHEARE ) SdERHREE
Concepts and Society: Defining Social Groups with Taiwan Biographical Ontology

Tana Dluhosova ( BESFHE )

RN BRI AR E

Abstract

What do the worldviews of a given period consist of, and what is their role? Does
knowledge, defined as an ideologically motivated understanding of the world, structure
society? Following the sociology of knowledge, a theory formulated by the German
sociologist Karl Mannheim (1893-1947) in the 1930s and 1940s, 1 the presentation will
introduce an approach which focuses on the particular knowledge, i.e. ideologies
expressed in the discourses of actors which form certain social groups and address the
above-mentioned questions. Rather than the results of the research, the presentation open
up methodologically innovative paths. It present “Taiwan Early Post-war Corpus,”
serving as a basis for rigorous corpus-linguistic analyses. The aim is (1) to identify
salient political concepts in that period using keyword analysis; (2) to observe the
distribution of meanings of concepts among various clusters of agents as defined by
publication patterns through multivariate analyses; and (3) to contextualize the linguistic
findings within contemporaneous social structures. “Taiwan Biographical Ontology” is
utilized for the last aim of contextualization. Following prosopographical analysis, the
presentation thus introduces several possible ways how we can identify and describe

specifities of various social groups, such as links between people and various
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organizations, classifications of organizations, classifications of positions and

prosopographical comparisons of different groups.
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Some Considerations on the Italian Translations of Mengzi &=+
Casalin Federica ( &)

BEERBRGBHIR

1. Introduction
As one of the most important books of the Chinese early philosophical thought, the
significance of Mencius was soon perceived in the Western world: besides a few

87 starting from the 19™ century some foreign missionaries

translations in Latin,
provided the first translations in modern languages, especially in English: besides the
very well-known rendering of James Legge (1861), the recent Reference Guide to
Ancient and Medieval Chinese Literature (Knechtges (668-661) also lists ten translations
that the two compilers of the entry related to Mengzi (Hsiang-lin Shih and David R.
Knechtges) consider as particularly authoritative. This list contains translations in
English, French and German. A longer list is provided by Ji Hongqin (2013) who lists
dozens of translations, both by foreign and Chinese translators, in China and abroad; his
list doesn't contain any reference to Italian translations either. This paper aims to provide
an overview of the translations of Mencius available in Italian language. After giving
some information about the life and cultural background of the translators, it will select

some significant passages taken from the sixth book of Mencius in order to verify how

different translators rendered some crucial concepts of Mencius’ philosophy concerning
human nature (A ).

Before focusing on the history and characteristics of the Italian translations of

87 As for Latin translations, which are not considered in this paper, according to Ji Hongqin (2013, 54), “Zhang
Xiping (2009) and Ma Zuyi, Ren Rongzhen (2003) declared that Mencius translations started from the late 16th
century”, but in his view “the earliest translated version of Mencius handed down doesn’t come from the 16th
century but from the 19th century”. He is probably referring to the following work published in France: Meng-T5seu,
vel Mencium Inter Sinenses philosophos ingenio, doctrina, nominisque claritate Confucio prosimum, edidit latina
interpretatione Stanislaus Julien. Lutetiae Parisiorum : Societatis Asiaticae et Comitis de Lasteyrie impensis, 1824.
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Mencius, it may be useful to give a glance to the general translation of the Chinese

classics in Italy. No editorial project in Italy has ever tried to fully translate the Five
Classics and Four Books (ZL&Y&). Concerning the Five Classics, a few translations
of the Yijing (all based on existing translations in other European languages) are available

in Italian; for the rest, only a few excerpts of the Shangshu 52, Liji f&2&5C and Chungiu
&7 are scattered in manuals of Chinese history and literature. Most sadly, only some
partial renderings of the poetry of the Shijing 5#% (almost exclusively taken from the
Guofeng BI[E section) are available to Italian readers. Much more work has been done

concerning the Four Books: besides Confucius’ Dialogues (Lunyu ##75), that have been

translated various times both from the original language (direct translations) and

intermediary languages (indirect translations), Italian readers can also read translations

of the Daxue K2 (though existing translations are not annotated), of the Zhongyong

th &, which was recently rendered in a bilingual annotated edition by Lippiello (2010),

and of Mencius. Together with the Lunyu, Mencius is one of most frequently translated
works of the Confucian tradition. As we will see below, the number of existing
translations still looks rather limited and could be further improved.
2. Translators, promoters of translation, and translations: an overview

According to a reference guide concerning studies on China in Italy (D'Arelli 2007),
the following four translations of Mengzi are available:

1. Tucci Giuseppe. 1921. Scritti di Mencio. Carabba Editore: Lanciano.

2. Magrini-Spreafico Luciana. 1945. Confucio e Mencio: i quattro libri: La grande

scienza, 1l giusto mezzo, 1l libro dei dialoghi, Il libro di Mencio. Introduzione di

Luciano Magrini: Confucio e Socrate, Fratelli Bocca Editori, Milano.
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3. Ou Carlo. 1959. 1l libro di Mencio. Con prefazione di Luciano Magrini, Istituto
culturale italo-cinese “Luciano Magrini”, Milano.

4. Tomassini, Fausto. 1974. Meng-Tzu (Mencio), traduzione dal cinese di Fausto
Tomassini; introduzione di Lionello Lanciotti, Unione Tipografico-Editrice
Torinese (UTET): Torino.

5. Besides, a scholar from Venice University, Maurizio Scarpari, devoted many
essays to different philosophical aspects of Mencius, including a work on human
nature according to Confucius and Mencius (Scarpari 1991) and a booklet on
Xunzi’s vision of human nature that frequently refers to Mencius. Although these
are not full translations, still they contain the Italian rendering of many excerpts
related to renxing, therefore occasional reference to them will be made in this
paper.

We will now proceed to provide some biographical information concerning the
translators, at least those whose life has been recorded in some sources. Among them,
the most famous one among scholars of Asian studies is Giuseppe Tucci. Tucci was born
in 1894 in a middle-class family of Macerata (Central Italy). He soon proved extremely
talented for foreign languages: he taught himself Hebrew, Chinese and Sanskrit before
even going to university and later became fluent in several European and Asian
languages, the latter including Sanskrit, Bengali, Pali, Prakrit, Chinese and Tibetan. A fter
spending some years in India, he went back to Italy and taught at the University of Rome
and the University of Naples, where he taught Chinese language. In 1933 he promoted
the foundation the Italian Institute for the Middle and Far East - SMEO (Istituto italiano
per il Medio ed Estremo Oriente), based in Rome.® According to the only existing
biography of Tucci (), the ISIMEO was established as a "Moral body directly depending

on Mussolini". His interest in Asian cultures was somewhat guided by his adherence to

8 The institutional founder of the SMEO was the philosopher Giovanni Gentile, supporter and theoretician of
Italian fascism.

104



Italian fascism and Benito Mussolini: in accordance with the call for “racial purity” and
an “authentic life” in touch with nature, which constituted a part of fascist propaganda,
he highlighted those aspects of Asian civilizations that corresponded to such ideals, in
what we could define — borrowing Said’s words — an “orientalist” vision of Asia.
According to Tibetologist Donald S. Lopez, for instance, "For Tucci, Tibet was an
ecological paradise and timeless utopia into which industrialized Europe figuratively
could escape and find peace, a cure for western ills, and from which Europe could find
its own pristine past to which to return." He published his translation of Mencius in 1921,
when he was 27-year old and after only two years from getting his bachelor degree in
Oriental Studies (1919). In his life he published more than 360 works dealing with the
most diverse subjects, but focusing principally on Buddhist studies.

Coming to the translations by Luciana Magrini Spreafico (1945) and Carlo Ou
(1959), they were both inspired and promoted by Luciano Magrini, who also wrote an
introduction for both. Magrini was born in 1885, less than ten years before Giuseppe
Tucci. His life was completely at the opposite side of Tucci’s life, as he strived all his
life for freedom and fiercely opposed the fascist regime, suffering incarceration for this.
He adhered to the Italian Republican Party, whose ideals were inspired by those of
Giuseppe Mazzini, one of the major theoretician of Italian Risorgimento that lead to the
unification of Italy in 1861. Magrini’s life vaguely reminds the life of another
Risorgimento hero, Giuseppe Garibaldi, as he spent several years of his life travelling
and fighting in countries that suffered from foreign oppression, including Greece (1914),
Russia (1914-1915), India, where he supported Gandhi’s pacific fight, Morocco, and
even China, where he supported Sun Zhongshan (Sun Yat-sen) in his resistance against
foreign colonialism (Bauer 1959, 6-7; De Martino 1959, 20). After the fall of fascism
and the end of the second world war, he was a member of the Constituent Committee

that wrote the Constitution of the Republic of Italy and Minister of Labour. Besides being
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a journalist,%® he was a historian and was passionately interested in foreign cultures,
which he studied with rigour and curiosity. He was particularly fond of Chinese culture
and proposed the foundation of the Istituto Italo-cinese (Italian-Chinese Institute) in
Milan in 1954, that promoted the translations of various Chinese texts and the
publication of a journal devoted to Chinese studies. According to De Martino, (1959, 18-
19) being esteemed as a historian and sinologue, he managed to obtain the collaboration
of various translators and scholars, including Feng Yulan (De Martino 1959). The
institute was closed when Magrini died, in 1957. Little is known about the two translators
of Mengzi: the first, Luciana Magrini Spreafico, a woman, was probably a relative, as
she bears the same surname (she was not his wife, though, whose name was Emma; she
might have bee his daughter); Carlo Ou was the author of the direct translation issued
in 1959, he was a catholic priest of Chinese origins. These translations clearly prefer
readability to supporting scholarship: none of them provides exegetical notes or
analytical insights: though not poor in accuracy, they are meant for the common reader.
Besides, none of them provide the original language version or declare the edition they
rely on.

As for the last two translators, both graduated in Oriental studies at the University of
Venice, and most probably both were trained by prof. Lionello Lanciotti (1925-2015),
who was vice-president of the ISMEO, the Institute founded by Tucci and Giovanni
Gentile, and then counsellor of the ISIAO (Italian Institute for Africa and the Orient) that
perpetuated the ISMEO. Little is known about the first translator, Fausto Tomassini,

who also translated many other works of traditional Chinese philosophy, including
Confucius Lunyu #@#3, Laozi Daodejing B1EZS and Zhuangzi #EF. As for Maurizio

Scarpari, he has benn a Professor of classical Chinese at the University of Venice from

89 Negli anni ‘20 visito 1’Estremo Oriente come inviato del “Corriere della sera”, e fu autore di monografie e
relazioni di viaggio come La Cina d’oggi (Milano, 1925) e In Cina e in Giappone (Milano, 1927).
(http://rossopontormo.com/chinaland-lallegra-anarchia/)
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the late ‘80s until a few years ago, when he retired. He is one of the major Italian excerpts
of Mencius thought, which he examined in various scientific papers and books. These
translations clearly derive from an academic approach: Tomassini enriches his book with
a long historical introduction concerning facts and people mentioned in Mencius’ treatise.
Besides, he adds footnotes to facilitate the identification of people and events. He doesn’t
provide critical interpretations. Coming to Maurizio Scarpari’s book, as noted before,
this is not a full translation of Mencius’s book: it is an analytical treatise on the theory
of human nature in various ancient schools of thought (including the views of Mozi and
Yang Zhu), where Mencius stands as the most important one. Here passages from
Mencius are arranged in an order different from the original, which is functional to the
clarification of crucial ideas of Mencius’s treatise. The main body of the text is Scarpari’s
interpretation of passages, therefore this text privileges accuracy and supportive
scholarship, though never missing readability. These two translations do not contain the

Chinese version.
3. Italian translations of some concepts concerning human nature (xing %)

The following tables propose a comparison of the translations of some excerpts
taken from Menzgi (I followed the numeration adopted in Eno’s translation, 2016, which
is consistent with all Italian versions). To provide a wider perspective, besides the Italian
translations, I also provided some English renderings; all translations are listed in

chronological order.
The first table is devoted to a brief excerpt containing the character xing 1. All

Italian translators agree in translating xing as “nature” (Italian: “natura’). Despite this
general agreement, this passage also contain some translating difficulties, the first

concerning the choice whether to add or not the modifier “human” (Italian: “umana”),

and the second connected to the character 4.
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Mengzi 6/A/3 LEZE L AETIEM .

Legge 1861 The philosopher Kaou said, “Life is what is to be understood by
nature.”
Tucci 1921 Kao-tze dice: “La natura degli esseri ¢ la vita.”

Magrini-Spreafico | Kao-tse disse: La natura, nell’uomo, ¢ semplicemente la vita.

1945

Ou 1959 “La natura ¢ (qualitd) nata.”

Dobson, 1963 Kao Tzu said, “What I mean by nature is the thing that gives
life.”

Tomassini 1974 Kao-tzu disse: La vita ¢ ci0 che si intende per natura.

Scarpari 1991 “La vita — dichiaro — ¢ cio che si intende per natura.”

Bloom 2009 “Life is what is called nature.”

Eno 2016 Gaozi said, “The term ‘nature’ simply means ‘inborn’.”

Looking at this table we can notice that all English translators decide not to refer
explicitly the character xing to human beings. As for the Italian translators, the majority
do the same thing, except for Tucci and Magrini-Spreafico, with an important difference:
while Tucci (1921) adds “degli esseri” (of beings), therefore implying that here the
character xing does not refer only to human beings, Magrini adds “nell’uomo” (in

humans), thus implying the opposite. But the major differences concern the character
sheng £, concerning which both English and Italian translators provide different

renderings: the problems revolves around whether to interpret it as meaning “life”
(Italian: vita) or a condition that is related to the act of “coming to life”, thus meaning

“inborn”, as in Eno’s (2016) and Ou’s translations.*® While an equation between “nature”

%0 As highlighted by Karlgren (1972), these two characters in ancient time had a similar pronunciation. According
to Scarpari (1996, 23), the character xing does not appear in Shang inscriptions and it was also rare in texts of the
early Zhou period. Scarpari states that the radical xin | was added in editions of Han times.
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and “life” suggests that it is enough to live to realize one’s nature, a connection between
one’s “nature” and the fact of “coming to light” indicates the presence of a specific nature
at birth. The second translation in my view cannot be accepted, because otherwise

passage 6/A/3 — where Mencius contests Gaozi’s statement - would be at odd with
Mencius idea of the “newborn mind-heart” (75 F 2Z/L+), which implies the existence of

a mind-heart (on which xing is based) since birth. The first translation seems instead
consistent with Mencius idea that humans should self-cultivate, as they “do have moral
responsibility for at least a part of our structure of emotions and motivations, and that
we can shape them” (Nivison 1980, 107). Therefore, living (sheng) is not enough to
realize one’s nature, which is probably the reason why Mencius rejects Gaozi’s equation
between sheng and xing adopting the instrument of logic argumentation.

Besides the crucial character xing, some other words require careful attention when

translating. Below I selected a few sentences from 6A.6, where Mencius answer’s to

Gaozi question concerning the idea that “the human nature is good” (£2), that is the

core of Mencius’ moral philosophy. Mencius uses to concepts, ging 1§ and cai 7,

which are rendered very differently in the translations compared for this article.

Mengzi 6A.6 &HFHE TYERE - AIMURER - JIFBET - BEXA

AE - FEF 23 -

Legge 1861 Mencius said, 'From the feelings proper to it, it is constituted for
the practice of what is good. This is what I mean in saying that
the nature is good. If men do what is not good, the blame cannot
be imputed to their natural powers.

Tucci 1921 Mencio rispose: “lo dico che la natura umana ¢ buona, perché

tutte le inclinazioni tendono al bene, e il male non ¢ punto effetto
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delle nostre naturali tendenze.

Magrini-Spreafico | Mencio rispose: Per sua natura 'uomo tende al bene: ecco
1945 perché chiamo buona la natura; quanto al commettere il male, la
colpa non ¢ della natura.

Ou 1959 Mencio disse: “Per sua natura 1’'uomo tende al bene, percio
chiamo buona la natura umana. Quanto a commettere il male la
colpa non ¢ della natura.

Dobson, 1963, p. | Mencius said, “It is of the essence of man’s nature that he do
113 good. That is what [ mean by good. If a man does what is evil he
is guilty of the sin of denying his natural endowment.
Tomassini 1974, p. | - Per sua tendenza - rispose Mencio - (la natura umana) puo fare
402 il bene: per questo dico che ¢ buona. Se poi fa il male non ¢ colpa
della sua capacita originaria.

Scarpari 1991 Mencio rispose: “Per quanto riguarda la natura istintiva (ging),
I’uomo ¢ in grado di diventare buono (wei shan); ¢ esattamente
questo che intendo con ‘buona’. Se invece non ¢ buono (bu
shan), ci0 non dipende affatto dalle sue qualita naturali (cai).
Bloom 2009 Mencius said, “One’s natural tendencies enable one to do good;
this is what I mean by human nature being good. When one does
what is not good, it is not the fault of one’s native capacities.
Eno 2016 Mencius said, “What [ mean by saying it is good is that there is
that in our nature which is spontaneously part of us and can
become good. The fact that we can become bad is not a defect in

our natural endowment.

The following table offers a clear comparison of the rendering of these two words:

it is significant to observe that both Italian translations published in Milan (Magrini
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Spreafico 1945 and Carlo Ou 1959) translate these two characters with the same word,

“natura” (English: nature) which is exactly the same word that they use to translate xing:

this can be seen as a limit of these translations, because they may produce a tautology.

Scarpari also uses the word “nature”, but he adds the adjective “instinctive” and

differentiates ging from cai, which he translates as “natural qualities”.

Magrini-Spreafico
1945

Ou 1959

Dobson, 1963

Tomassini 1974

Scarpari 1991

Bloom 2009

Eno 2016

Translation = 7
Legge 1861 feelings Natural powers
Tucci 1921 Inclinazioni (English: inclination) | Naturali tendenze

Natura (English: nature)

Natura (English: nature)

Essence of man’s nature

Tendenza (English: tendency)

Natura istintiva (English:

Natura (English: nature)

Natura (English: nature)

Natural endowment

Capacita originaria (original

capacity)

Qualita naturali (cai)

instictive nature)

Natural tendencies
that in our nature which is

spontaneously part of us

(natural qualities)

Native capacities

Natural endowment

The best translation here seems to be that of Tomassini (1974), which is similar to

Bloom (2009), where ging are rendered as “tendencies”, and cai as “capacities”: while

tendencies can be orientated in any direction, capacities are usually only positive and

could at best be improved, but not modified so as to point to a negative direction.

The final excerpt examined in this paper is taken from the final sentences of passage
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6A.6 analysed above. Here Mencius quotes Confucius (fLF)’s comment of a verse

taken from the poem Zheng Min 7B of the Classic of Poetry (Shijing FF#£%). 1

highlighted two characters, whose translations are compared in another table below:

Mengzi 6A.6

FH TRILEE - BEHMEY | HEYMLER - ERZR=E

- BUFZEEE - 4l

Legge 1861

Tucci 1921

Magrini-Spreafico

1945

Ou 1959

Dobson, 1963

Confucius said, "The maker of this ode knew indeed the
principle of our nature!" We may thus see that every faculty and
relation must have its law, and since there are invariable rules
for all to hold, they consequently love this admirable virtue.'
Confucio commentando queste parole disse: ‘Chi ha scritto
questi versi conosceva davvero la via della virta: gli uomini,
perché hanno degli istinti, debbono avere anche delle leggi e in
obbedienza a queste prediligono la virtu”.

Confucio aggiunse: «Come conosceva bene il dovere 1’autore di
questa Ode!» Si, precisamente perché esistono degli esseri si
hanno anche delle leggi; ed ¢ perché I’'uomo osserva la legge
morale che ama la bellezza della virtu.

Confucio disse: ‘Come conosce bene la virtu 1’autore di
quest’ode! Si, precisamente, poiché esistendo degli esseri si
hanno delle leggi ed € perché I’'uomo ama la legge morale che
ama la bellezza della virtu.” [NB: Ou non chiude la virgoletta
aperta dove inizia a parlare Confucio]

Confucius said, 'This poet really understood the Way,” Thus, to

possess life is to possess laws. These are to be laid hold upon by
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Tomassini 1974

Scarpari 1991

Bloom 2009

Eno 2016

the people, and thus they will love the virtue of excellence.
K'ung-tzu disse: «Chi fece quest'ode conosceva veramente la
Vial» Percio, se vi sono le cose devono esserci le leggi. Il popolo
fu impossessato della legge costante di natura e per questo ama
le ammirevoli virtu (che gli sono state conferite).

Confucio ha cosi commentato: ‘Chi ha composto quest’ode
doveva conoscere veramente la Via!’ Per ogni cosa, dunque, c’¢
sicuramente una legge; la norma costante che I’uomo possiede ¢
I’amore innato per la Virtu sublime”.

Confucius said, ‘How well the one who made this ode knew the
Way’. Therefore, for each thing, there must be a rule, and
people’s common disposition is therefore to love this admirable
Virtue.”

Confucius said, ‘The man who wrote this poem certainly
understood the Dao!” Thus for every type of thing there is a
norm; that is why the constant that lies within people’s grasp is

inherently a love of beautiful virtue.”

The poem Zhengmin has never been translated into Italian, therefore Italian

translators could only rely on existing renderings in English. Quite inerestingly, the

character ze is almost always rendered as “law(s)”, both in English and Italian; only the

most recent versions in English propose other equivalents, abandoning “law” (which

bears the meaning of positive laws) and choosing “rule” or even “norm”, the first to a

guiding principle or a customary practice, the second to a standard, a model or a pattern,

in both cases unrelated to a legal system based on “laws”.
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Translation ) ]

Legge 1861 Faculty and relation law

Tucci 1921 istinti (insticts) leggi (laws)
Magrini-Spreafico | esseri (beings) leggi (laws)
1945

Ou 1959 esseri (beings) leggi (laws)
Dobson, 1963 life laws
Tomassini 1974 Cose (things) leggi (laws)
Scarpari 1991 Cosa (thing) legge (law)
Bloom 2009 thing rule

Eno 2016 thing norm

Perhaps the most interesting issue concerns the rendering of the character wu #:
recent translations tend to render it as “thing(s)”, while another possible translation is
“beings” (probably referring to the expression wanwu E4). Only two exceptions stand

out as being completely different from the all the other: Legge (1861), who translates it
as “faculty and relation”, and Tucci, who renders it as “instincts”. Here I will only make
some considerations about Tucci’s translation, which in my view alters the original
meaning of the text. To make it accessible to non Italian readers, I first translate it into

English:

Tucci (1921): “Confucio commentando queste parole disse: ‘Chi ha
scritto questi versi conosceva davvero la via della virtu: gli uomini,

perché hanno degli istinti, debbono avere anche delle leggi e in

29

obbedienza a queste prediligono la virtu
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English translation (mine): Confucius said, ‘The man who wrote this
poem indeed knew the way of virtue: because men have instincts, they
must also have laws and it is in obedience to those laws that they favour

virtue.

Tucci’s translation conveys the idea that /aws are necessary to control human
instincts and guide men towards virtue. This idea is rather far from the nucleus of
Mencius moral philosophy of human nature as naturally tending towards good as much
as water tends to go downwards. Tucci’s translation of wu, which finds no equivalent in
any other translation considered in this paper, seems to express the view of the human
being prevailing in Europe at the beginning of the 20™ century and deriving from the
psychoanalytic theory. Such a theory, which perceives the human being (especially the
new-borns) as driven by perverted instincts that need to be controlled, was much useful
to an authoritarian regime as the fascist one. Thus we may hypothesise that, in this
sentence, the cultural atmosphere of those decades might have played a role in Tucci’s
quite atypical lexical choice. As noticed by Nivison, the way Mencius’ passages are
translated “affects substantially how Mencius' philosophy as a whole is interpreted”.

4. Conclusions
The works listed above can be grouped into three phases according to the historical
period and cultural context in which they were produced:
- First phase: between the two world wars (1921-1945), only one translation
available (n. 1);

- Second phase: post-war until the ‘70s, with two translations, both fostered by
Luciano Magrini in Milan (nn. 2 and 3);

- Third phase: academic translations, both made in Venice by pupils of prof.

Lionello Lanciotti (nn. 4 and 5).
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We can observe that translations of the first and second phase tend to privilege

readability rather than scholastic accuracy; they are therefore deprived of any critical
apparatus and address the common reader without highlighting problematic passages or
translating issues deriving from textual difficulties. Tucci’s translation seems to result
from a more accurate meditation on lexical choices, as shown by the example concerning
aing and cai; in this sentence, the rendering of Magrini spreafico (1945) and Ou (1959)
neglect a lexical distinction available in the original and are thus confusing. Still, the
cultural climate of that time seems to occasionally influence Tucci’s translation,
something which risks to distort the original meaning. As for the third phase, texts of
this period are methodologically grounded on a higher level of accuracy and provided
with critical explanations that make this text more accessible to readers wishing to grasp
its theoretical contents. Finally, from an editorial point of view, it is first important to
observe that none of these five translations contain the original text in Chinese: if this
was understandable in a period when only few Italian readers could read Chinese, now
that the number of Italian students of Chinese has largely increased (together with that
of and that of Chinese residents in Italy) it is time that more translations are published to
provide competent readers with more tools to approach the original text and thus have

direct access to Mencius moral philosophy.
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e bmE B e E—2=5F THfA , HYESHE
Ly
EIS AR S P EI B R RS

FREAECEREMRP OB EE

i

PRI HEHESEEMITE - RELHMSEBAENIR(EER - TR
BIRAE D FEBEOSSERVBAFER  BEEE—BERIZEHETERMA
HEMEZ N ERNHANSEE T ETEENRMDABRE - 21038 E8EHM
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PRERARBIRAMAER  BREBRMNESE ) FEE-—BRNEEEN
(technologized visuality) & @ ETIRAUKERTMEARENE  HE /252
BZ2NRNEEE . KSR THEYES - SELAEMEIZEENEIE
FRIAFAFEERAMERE - MERRSHMBEROFOLSTEIRE -

A UBRERAFE D FREBAMEREENRM 2 —HEEX (1879-

1941 ) 1906-1911%FB#E (BEER) - (BREHR) SHIREZERB D " Hh7
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BYBENZRIEFIE R XERE AT IERE R/ IRTZ0 - 2t EEES
B MEREHEMERENTE ; SYHMEATIERE - EY "HE  BERIE
REBENM ; BEEEEX MR : BXOAB R BERR ; KA KELEEBHE
IRABEELERBRAMSER®RTL L -

— EEEEE  REBXKEHAMERHNIE

ZFHER (IKE2H) 1906F 56335 (HERE ) ( BEKIR : Dennis Hird
= Apicture book ofevolution ) #IRBEREHZ BYENEEEER - BEB
BRERERNEIEZERE BN EXUE2EE £EMELCHIMERT .
NESIHEAFPNBERME  BEREPAFTSEWELCHELSERE  EmEE
THESFRERNENTEEY - ARETERAFARAMBA— "BAL R
WIREAEE 2 - UEEREKERNE® - Am (BFE25R) 1907F985%3E
FoHEMESE/\ () (B&KIR : Richard Lydekker® The Royal Natural
Historyu ) ZB/S/EIR B X EEERIRES - LIAZ2BYMASER  UERE
sEMAEREE - FMRNEIE PEERMO X CEMERERE - ELIEDNB
B NDUBTEMRETE - B(IE 7 HREBENSE - MIKBETE BN IUBETE
MELETN  (FREVYE B REERNEESMNRLS - AEZ—BHY
RERAPIFENIRNE/ZEBRAT N ENEELE  SEEEMENREEN
MEBS @ HE ERONENE  BATRARNSEHNTERENSEE -

- BB EEEERE - ZY T4 ERifERE N

(BEEW) 1906F536H (EARBRE ) BERTHENRKNEENEY
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B4 ; (BI#REER) 1907F5853655H (RRE) RERI—F4& " 5B

ABE, IR - MRERMERE/ NN EXXMERER F S BRER FES

SKE2WRISB@IN HE S EYBNERAR 28 FEYERRIEHHA -

SEROHEMERYEERASER - M (REE) '8, NEEENE JaRS

B K058 0 F E BB AN SAORORBSK AN B4 - B Z RS AT " ] REFIREREE

SHARETDE - T PE X (RER) EGaBtSELE AL BYEERZ

fE-T9&E ) SR URERET —RIBYEENEBRNHEERBIIELR -

(B2 ) 1909 F 3 AE 5 &F 4 (BYESE LT HE) TEETE

MM ZBERERN "EE ) 2IEE - HERREMESEE "HE ) REB

BREAAMEERES  AIRHARFEEE AR MUSH "HE . EREERERE

EBEEAREAN N FERBENEERK - E8XFHEBY "KE, ZH#

BigREK - BEASRAEN ; AENEZEZERINEEESNENES

BER - mA N7 "SERYE - TRERE , X - BEREE FAHEHE D

FTREUREYWEIZOESR - ERMEE (R\ESDEYEIGRIERTD

3

mm

WI&

EERXANEKRKE  SEELNERESEENERZSI B  REM /X
o B U LRI D F B R IR B R EREE S A IRANSM BRI EEEE -
FRL S ohB T L TR L AU TOKRAN L TKE L MESEHI - BERE
BEVEREBEPREE k"M TRE NE/XEEHIR  gATRTE
MFBDFREBFNUNHEERE

Xun (E##E2R) 1907F 78535561 (FSith%) (E&HKR : James
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Dennis HirdZ A Picture Book of Evolution ) ( 3272 &81E (XKEEER) ) I
FERVZFREZ "Ascidian” BiR - MEWRBEREETTHBIERETIER M
WARTE(EMmAR - B/ X AR - smil P —m— 16t A BN EERBIR,
BEHEEIKCAMBEREAASEELR - DLREMIANHE PREREYE 2 A 2Rk
m o WREFERREZEBERERSEHA - MAEXTREYEAZIKYBRELEESE -
METXEMZ  EMAMES - E2— BB RNBYNEYPEELE
CSFENYEEHRmS - WERSMEN AR - FE A= 5250
& - REFEEFRFNOMEEZEBRITE -

Z - BEE#EEXERME  BX(EREEEERK

(EIREH) 1907 F£9 A% 3 55 9 HBYEE=+ (EmikR) RRER
Bl = 2B R EER Richard Lydekker(1849 -1915)F & & I £ Bl STl 75
NERMEYEEEZNBRTRMAFER LMY The Royal Natural History —&
M#EE - M The Royal Natural History F=RAKEPEEEZELE Brehm's
Tierleben( |& & Hllustrirtes Thierleben ) & Alfred Edmund Brehm(1829-1884)
EANREXHEELAR( ¥k 6 7 1864-1869 Fithk ; ik 10 £ 1876-1879

FRILR ) W—EBRSBNEER

a2

CEPHEZHERESEHVNREER
Gustav Mutzel(1839-1893) * Wilhelm Friedrich Kuhnert(1865-1926) & A#4&
B - Lb®REE - EF - 9l R The Royal Natural History —EWMEHEE RS &
ig - PEEMEREZENAEEE "Lors” - BERMEZEEEHE TEANIEZ

“Loris” WAERFEY TEFBEFEEEIEZ FEIEZR[ - "Loris” RIERRX
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F7oomiE R B BUSBREN - WEKR - B0 - EE/ - NHBW 1B
MR- BRI BN BEW "Loris” BFE—ZIIBIMERER - BimE "Loris”
B M D& D ARC] RENUIERIEIR - T Brehm's Tierleben —=35HH
HRABRRTHZIREBNNE "Loris” -BREEMM "Loris” ARE- B
BHESRNT "Loris” EARMAE - 154 - 878 The Royal Natural History —&

WEEZMEBE Brehm's Tierleben - BEFRXFIMA 7 REALHWHERHE K

$

e

w“E

MEHSHBENZELR  MIPASRLERZHEME - BlbtEIaE
NES - "Loris" MBERTEIICHthE(LER SERBEUTEENZR
RABMENRR  E—SItNFENSES - BE VERTEEENINIEZ[ P
SENFEBERNEBUAEN=H TURERBRIERTBRIEFELE -

ERET (BEmiR) ZBINPTRYERE - BRUFRE B A6 & O =i
HRDFRBYEE Z RIS - FREEPEFHDEPERERENEE S hm 2 AR
R ZE - WHELIAUEIERS - MEEFHEZ The Royal Natural History |RE
IR 2R AIREFEREEBRIRAIEEE 2k - ERRMM BB R 1%
WIFMMASESRESENEERLSE - RMEM T REEVHNSERER - MEED
RPBEFRLUREZIREAOMNIE M EREEE - I E2TFER TR

SHRERRAM - BRE LNEEERE  REBEEREEESNEN - MUFERE

BIANEE SHERSEREEL SHU—WRIJENER HE8EZ

ERASUASBMANER - BREERENE—CERLER - BERATEE

MXAENEMRY EBEBNREZENHER - BRI RRAEREREMN
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ERFIVENBEEN —REEMPYREELE BELEEIRERAE -2

R TEERR, 2B BRETIER  E—RHE TIREH - sEELMEYL

2t BRI ZRRAREY) " 2/ ) ZFhER  H=  2TFUZEE™E

MR MR ZRaE  BNEERZE[HEE - skA—F®(EME 7 “Loris”

aEEE "X, 28 - REE "Sharm.indiBili" "k, ZE  BHIRERBERSE

RiBEL - DERE - BELUR "EILFK, ¥EBEAABRXEEE - E8C

B "TEEER, T EAEM - TEEN, 29 - MEEHE T FERALR - IER

RIS - BERiL , ZEBEAMEBRFEIERERLHEESNRRRER - TxRE

i

ARBIBHEBRETIR - MRE 1903 F (FEHEH) M-8Rtk F1ERE

H - AR fERMBEEEEARE RS - EEfERBER B TR TR TEAE

}

i TEEH WERFERRTE NSERE  [ALMIBRER - FEEUE 1903

_|

FLURITHNEMEZMRENBEGESE - B - S0l B2 N0NRE - M
B MARPIRENMETE - E2RENHRE -

NN (BIEER) 1908 £ 6 A% 4 55 6 HEYEEA+_ (VESR) K&
#R2%E Richard Lydekker #RE M The Royal Natural History - =¥388 lllustrirtes
Thierleben - MEUNES/KEE RS TR - 18 The Royal Natural History &
1 llustrirtes Thierleben KiETEHEARANBERH—HEE - —RANVESRIL
RETBEE - BERMES - Mustrirtes Thierleben BRI NE SRR IR ESN -
ERATHENZ ANREEER  FEEHE - ZECURE - FEfRER - 2@

chonitle ~ PENERIKRIESEMN - EEFRE - FAF)  JABIFEESLI KNS - A
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HomEiitE - PEESLE - MESYRER - IKEE - ZUTRE - RZ2

BLEREEARKRH ; BEIDNNATT - ECHMNABVEENEES - ™ The

Royal Natural History BR¥it "Spoonbill”  BIZRESREION - thiIBE(ER 4

K “Spoonbill"” BEAREARREERLZAEAMBBELAPERE - MM A
"Spoonbill” - AIZEEHERETEENMIEER PR MEET -

ZENRETF (NER) EEXFURRE The Royal Natural History HI3E#% - 1F
TREBERMBRERE - RELUERERBEEVEDMVEDME - LEr
REHEEN@MEREE  DECFEES ; BUARSE—FARANBYER

- X IFEEERNVEE - RN ADER - RELYENEBRES - hiES
MEXGRZNHEEEE  TEHARRBEREBNEE ; mE<RIMBIKEAN
% #EEALRHRHBEER GHARBYHMA  RM5IREBPIES "R
b - EBEEAZ W THERED T, S BRXFBRIRERPEIES KE
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ERRIIE R 2R A A 2 2R BEAI P EIAEES ; mElit & RN EMIEESVES
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BAEMYBERERIER - EFRAVERGREIEHFREZYE - BRNESH

=15 - BORRATR - AR B A B BREPRERE MY ERIR RN - EIE,
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BINESILFERRNRZRK - MBRREEENERASZ—ENES - XA
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Nanyang (Southeast Asia) occupied a unique position in early Chinese film history.
It was widely known as the most lucrative market for the Shanghai film industry. At the
same time, it was made to be the major culprit for the thriving of entertainment films
that were believed to be counteracting Chinese nationalist efforts in the 1920s and 1930s.
Nanyang was not “Chinese” in political terms, but Nanyang was not completely “the
other” in cultural terms. The double ambiguity made the aforementioned nationalistic
accusation possible. But this paper argues that the image of Nanyang was much more
complex in the actual process of exchanges of cultural products, people, and discourses
between Nanyang and Shanghai. It was a projection of both self and other, but it also
unsettled the relationship between self and other, pointing to a possibility of transcending
the one-dimensional concept of Chineseness. This paper explores the multiple
dimensions of the image of Nanyang through a close look at its physical market for
Shanghai films, its role as the other in the Chinese nationalist discourse, and a case study
of Yang Naimei (1904-1960)’s screening/performance tour in Nanyang in 1928-31.
Southeast Asia (Nanyang) was a highly coveted market for the Shanghai film
industry throughout its early decades of development. Europeans established colonies in

much of this region and a large number of Chinese immigrants lived there, mostly
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working as coolies, plantation workers, and merchants. Evidence suggests that the
earliest Chinese-made films, including Nanfu nangi and a series of short comedies
produced by Zhang Shichuan and Zheng Zhenggqiu in the 1910s, had already been seen
in Nanyang. For the Shanghai film industry in the 1920s and 1930s, the Nanyang market
was divided into five regions: the Straits Settlements (under British control, including
the territories that belong to Singapore and Malaysia today), the Dutch settlements
(chiefly Indonesia), the Philippines (under American rule), Vietnam (under French
authority), and Thailand. For example, between 1 March 1927 and 31 August 1928, one
third of the revenues the Mingxing Film Company earned were from this market, while
the whole domestic market only generated two-thirds of its revenues. Singapore was the
center of the distribution networks of Shanghai films in this region because of the
advantageous geographical location and transportation systems of the city. Distributors
there imported films from Shanghai and rented prints to exhibitors in Indonesia,
Thailand and Vietnam. Shanghai film studios were eager to establish contacts with these
distributors. In 1928, for instance, Mingxing appointed the manager of a Singapore-
based distribution company as its representative in Southeast Asia. Meanwhile, Shanghai
film companies started setting up their own distribution agencies and theatres in this
region. The success of Shaw Brothers (Tianyi) and its far-flung influence in the long
history of Chinese cinema in the broadly defined sinophone world is the most well-
known example. These entrepreneurial efforts from Shanghai triggered a boom in film
distribution businesses in Nanyang in the late 1920s. By 1928 seventeen companies had
registered in the Straits Settlements to distribute Chinese films to the whole region.
Several leading distributors also established their own movie theaters. For example, the
Nanyang Company ran two theaters in Singapore, one in Kuala Lumpur, and one in Ipoh.
The Nanhai and Nanhua Companies owned one theater in Penang and one in Yangon.
This is a brief sketch of the image of Nanyang as a lucrative business for the

Shanghai film industry. But in the intellectual discourse in the late 1920s and 1930s,
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Nanyang obtained an image of “backwardness.” The Shanghai film industry was swept
by the genre of costume drama/martial arts film in 1926-1931. Tianyi (Shaw Brothers)
was believed to be the initiator of this craze. Being extremely successful in its early
experiments with this genre (especially in Nanyang), Tianyi’s business thrived and

triggered the emulation from other film companies. As a result, costume dramas (with

two subgenres: martial arts films/E, &/ and films about immortals and demons &%

F) dominated the Shanghai film production. Between 1928 and 1931, nearly 250 of the

400 Shanghai-produced films fell into these genres. These genres were banned by the
Nanjing government in 1931 partly as a reflection of the new government’s nation-
building strategy, partly in reaction to the progressive/nationalist intellectual discourse.
In this discourse, Nanyang was the prime target to blame for the market craze for “low
entertainment.”

Zheng Junli provided a representative interpretation in his influential study of

Chinese film history published in 1936. He stated that the Nanyang film industry

(including movie theatres) was a “colonial enterprise by nature” (JE Mt 1EERE14)

and under control of “imperialist administration” (7 Bl 3 & 17 E2). Moreover, over

seventy percent of Chinese immigrants were merchants, coolies, and farm workers who
led “a medieval style of life” attached to their homelands and ancestors, and whose
worldviews were “not very progressive.” Therefore, as Zheng maintained, costume
dramas’ overwhelming success in Nanyang was not only because they could satisfy the
needs of the Chinese immigrants to connect with their tradition, but also because these

films were not against the imperialist principle of creating obedient citizens in their
colonies (75 Bl FZEER M 2 {EE B BI/RRN). This narrative was typical of the

Marxism-flavoured nationalist discourse popular in the left-leaning intellectual circles

in 1930s Shanghai. Nanyang was perceived as a double “other” — an “other” associated
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with China’s “feudal” past, and another “other” suffering from western colonialism. The

intriguing side of this narrative is that by including Nanyang as part of this “brief history
of modern Chinese film” GRS EBIEF LM, the title of the article), it was implied

that Nanyang was ultimately perceived as an imaginary self in this discourse. The
author’s lament about its backwardness and suffering from imperialism revealed his
sense of “ownership” at least at the cultural level. What was pivotal in this narrative was
the perception of a solid cultural entity of Chineseness.

However, in the actual cultural field where cultural products, people, signs and
discourses were flowing between Shanghai and Nanyang, the image and the role of
Nanyang were much more complex. By examining a case study of the film star Yang
Naimei’s tour in Nanyang, this paper argues that the presentation of the Chinese female
body to a Nanyang audience unsettled the relationship between self and other in male
intellectual discourse and suggested a challenge to the one-dimensional concept of
Chineseness. Yang Naimei was one of the earliest female super stars on the silver screen
in China. She joined Mingxing in 1923 and gradually ascended to stardom in the nascent
world of film star culture in China. Unbeknownst to many, she was the first woman in

Chinese film history who founded a film company. The Naimei Film Company, founded
in 1928, produced its only film entitled 4 Remarkable Woman (2% ¥), based on a real

story about the suicide of a femme fatal type of woman that had made the headline of
the day. The story presented a complex web of messages including the May Fourth
motifs of women’s emancipation, “Nora’s” leaving home, as well as the dynamics of
debauchery and repentance, morality and desire. Yang played the protagonist, who was
said to be Yang’s friend before her suicide in real life.

Shortly after the film’s premiere in Shanghai, Yang Naimei brought it to Nanyang
for a screening tour and it turned out that this sojourn lasted for three years. Touring

major cities and towns in Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia, she was warmly welcomed
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by local Chinese audiences. Apart from the screening of 4 Remarkable Woman, her
programme included performances by herself, a male partner, and her daughter, with a
variety of forms ranging from singing (songs featured in her films; Cantonese Opera),
dancing (tango, Egyptian dance, naked dance...), and the Spoken Drama. This
programme was quintessentially hybrid and cosmopolitan, centring on the body of the
Chinese woman mediated by the modern film medium, and coded in the traditional,
exotic, erotic, and progressive guises. In other words, this authentically Chinese female
body provided her Nanyang diasporic Chinese audiences with anything but a monolithic
and coherent “Chineseness.” This ostensibly disturbing code (for Zheng Junli and his
peers), interestingly, was further consumed by a Shanghai readership of fan magazines.
After her return to Shanghai in 1931, Yang Naimei was interviewed by a journalist, and
an article soon appeared in Yingxi shenghuo, a major film magazine at the time. The
news report detailed Yang’s appearance, dress, and a graphic account of her Nanyang
tour with an adventurous touch. For example, an assault by a tiger in Padang was
highlighted in the report. Nanyang was consumed here by the Shanghai readers not as a
nationalist self/other compound, but as a hybridity of the exotic, the primitive, and the
cosmopolitan imagined via their familiar body of the Chinese female star. By presenting
this alternative representation of “China” to both Nanyang and Shanghai audiences,
Yang Naimei and other female Chinese stars who toured Nanyang (including Zhang
Zhiyun, Wang Hanlun etc.), complicated the one-dimensional Chineseness in
mainstream discourse. A “frivolous” touch of cosmopolitanism resonated with many

marginalised meanings in such an age of nationalist anxiety.
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