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H*Z Objectives

B NE -~ PETRHARESE - BB
Integrate knowledge in traditional Chinese scholarship,

Western cognitive linguistic theories and modern
information technology

& AT B E o RN A s R SRR

Provide a useful platform for teachers and students in
the teaching and learning of Chinese characters

& Ry BERR R E ARG R AE A TR
Contribute to the future development of the
education of Chinese language
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. Major Web Pages Implemented

Qé

B - HIRDERINER
fce for Fikn, Newspaper and Article Adm

dministration

(Lin Yutang's Chinese-English Dictionary of Modern
Usage [Online Version] )

— URL:

— EEFIHEX (Bilingual and self implemented search
engines)

- ZEHEZE 0L Accumulative search counts since 1999
PO # (41.7 million) 4-Oct-2018

(Chinese Character Database: With Word-formations
Phonologically Disambiguated According to the
Cantonese Dialect)

— URL:
I A - EEHEZ I Accumulative search counts since 2003
Meritorious T {E=TVUEE (234 million) 4-Oct-2018

Websites Contest
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The Database Project now released

& (BB E F4 Project supported by the
@ anmme Quality Education Fund (QEF), HKSAR
R - JEES IR TR [ AR ERE I A Y — TR AR A

Multi-function Chinese Character Database: An Infra-
structure for Future Chinese Education (QEF 2009/0456)

& &R} Database:
- EEZURETE - HXTERY - PEEE - SURRS]
~ BRSO
Multi-function Chinese Character Database: With Archaic
Script Forms, Etymologies, English-Chinese Lookup, &

Word-formations Phonologically Disambiguated
According to the Cantonese Dialect

{=] v S
EERS QUBEERS — URL: 4




e <

—PIEAE [F5] Bt
The whole story has to start with the notion of “Li-
Transformation”
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Li-Transformation is a very important stage in the
development of the Chinese script—the formation of
the clerical style of writing from the seal-scripts
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[ & %J Li-Transformation

& U EE
- (ER30) ¢ TR B, -
- (—UIRER) - TR BEt o gt

& URESE | B RGRE YA

a cruaal phase in the development of the Chinese script from
archaic/ancient to the middle/modern style of writing

- &7 Oracle Bone Script

- Bronze Script T Archaic 77
> K/NZ= Seal Script / /Ancient

<
>ERE | Shu =52 Han Li T Middle
2> &= Kai Shu =52 Modern Li //Modern AR
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Oracle Bone Script

& Li —Transformation
- Advantages and Disadvantages
""’“‘"‘" 4 Ancient Scripts = Seal scripts = Li Shu —> Kai Shu
. g @E s
U % Mg | Smrsmmie by B
- M mEER - EIUUERENE
l - Wi SRR R A R R AR M B E Y
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. — Advantages : Writing norms were established
L] making the Chinese script more popularized; the act
[__[ of writing was made easier,

— Disadvantages : Confusion of cognitively significant

components, blurring of original etymologies
7
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Two Opposite Tendencies of Li-Transformation

& TR (Li-Convergence): 2458 — Many to one

- R AFERE TG RE—EEA

The tendency to stereotype or stylize originally disparate components into one
identical way of writing

FE(RIE) ~ & CUHER) ~ F(F851 L5 ~ BERTHY) > BE R[]
BRI ~ BIOERSE E) - e TRy - BEESAVTEE) > Ba k[T

& Z8#45 (Li-Divergence): —%%2% One to many
— R Rs[E—{EER i E A E TR EME L AN EREA

The tendency to write a cognitively identical proto-element differently depending
on how this component was used in the construction of different characters
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Examples of Li-Divergence
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Examples of Li-Convergence

%% — (#f1) or Li-Convergence

B £ e E

© (BAEEE) (R AfER) (FE5HVEED)  (RFHY)
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¢ + ~ K - part of 3%, part of arrow+target all converge as 1
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- JARAY (FRERTF ) 214 5
- HUERTIE (EROU#%T) 540 &
» SHIBTHZHRER R 214 & - HPAypmEsEE
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How Misleading “Radicals” Can Be (1)

Mo.4 Fad #| Char <[ Archaic formse Sermantic treed Motess
& Scorpion, has nothing to do with
1. 4 e | . rpLot, g
g Q :;3 FH{H{J L
L} B (BHEHERH )
2 | . & legendary animal which can tell |-
. J%+ right from wrongs
_‘ WL REERIE
3 { Jee| SH Mo swallow, swift (the bird)e
atew &q :_I:I'_E %
4 e B o Wine pot, wine pouche
5 { g % = 2 Ttensil for holding cooked foode |-
6 { Jo| == 7 T o Eettle for holding water or winee |-
i 8 A EY s
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How Misleading “Radicals” Can Be (2)

No.-| Rad.-| Char- | Archaic formg- Semantic treeo Notego a
1. | B A hand holding either a mace ora |t
i.: ER brush, suggesting an office
P # holder or a scribes
e | e T NESE
s = =5 & is the original character of j&. |
- T E It makes up of & (drum) and IF
g"r' (jade), used in rituals and
- ceremonies. {3REE - BE S
AEE  EREFEH| $55
= BT -
B g = SR [ F4E I BT |
P Ll
o R
2 ff A man restaining another man
with hand cuffs. Signifying
5% punishment or retribution.
l a
4. | Ho =i Being forced to serve otherse i
=R HEE P2 A
B p
1__ j\
S
gk 13
e - . FUSEREERINE FEE |-
B i Rz | BRSO RERASTRAM
f_ B4 ﬁﬁj* RN IR
S B A new born child being abandoned
=X ax
=%
51—
CF el BEFI e |
~F @8 | Processs of childbirth or labour
R
: o Y
? Two men escaping in opposite
@ directions trying to flee from flood
S BREaZil T HERT T AL FEASE |
N Bkt s BEHERESR TR F
“oka EF A E A = "2k, B
"Nl EREERAFEE. -
E82) FELA "0, BllE » BIGsig M mad |-
~H MOEE . TAL ERHEHEE - £E
Ao reaah 0 A= L BTS00
Emphasizing words coming from a
man’s moutn
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9. | Sl E EN- fER-H » FNEESREE.
F 4 E'“ﬂ‘ Holding an axe with both hands—to
“ ? E7E fight
=
53
S
e A AR
104 iﬂ ER A man carrying crops on his back,
M suggesting yearly harvest
11 +%¢J E%T Eﬁéi?ﬂériJ%rﬂJ’Eﬁgr%J
' = T TR SRS A TR
= LR = TE A e e
----- Mo Crouched in a respectful posture
12.] 7. &L TEl. &32fF "&y "EL &2 Tl
' S BYFIEE o m00E TOTL 18 T T3
=R i DRRE T IGENT AR W
hF =R AR
@ Fag BRI R EFEETH
E FEEERELR  FEEEH -
=5 Handling silk with both hands
$ "
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How to Deal with Li-Transformation?

& HITHENRSTE E &R | BE ) IVER  EA
=R 2B T BE Being results of Li-transformation, radicals or
portions of a character could very often be misleading

- )%L?Fgg%ﬁ : r;ﬂ‘J

& #ERCTT A Suggested remedy 2>

- EIEIE R SR R

3t

Return to archaic scripts to look for the origin of meanings

- DLV fTE T EVE L B

Supplementing the “Radicals” with the use of “Components” -

- | Ebfet HYEA]

Introduction of “Componential Trees”
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resent-day Fujian province a local kingdom of ethnic minotity-the Minyue King:

2 pynasty) united China, the King of Minyue Was demoted as & tribalhe

1o of Minyue led his army to fight against Qin then help Han 1o ¢
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